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The State of New York’s Ocean Resources

New York’s ocean and coastal areas provide food, recreation and valuable jobs. 

But these resources are in a state of silent crisis caused by pollution, destruction of productive marine habitat and increased strain on fish stocks.

New Yorkers Rely on Their Ocean Resources

· New York is bordered by 1,850 miles of tidal shoreline with hundreds of beaches and a rich assortment of distinct coastal environments, including the Peconics, East End, South Shore ocean and bays, Hudson River estuary and Long Island Sound.
  

· 250 state coastal habitats are designated as Significant Fish and Wildlife Habitats, including Jamaica Bay and the Peconic River.
  

· In 2001, more than 350,000 saltwater anglers spent over $190 million on fishing trip expenditures in New York.

· In 2004, commercial fishing industries in New York landed more than 34.5 million pounds of fish and shellfish, worth nearly $47 million.
 
Our Marine Resources Are Under Pressure

· More than 40 percent of New York’s important estuary and bay waters are impaired or threatened.
 Ninety-five percent of commercial fish stocks and 85 percent of recreational fish stocks spend part of their lives in coastal wetlands and estuary habitats.
   

· In 2005, Suffolk County beaches experienced 137 days of closings or advisories due to measured or anticipated increases in water bacteria levels.

· The total weight of seafood brought to New York docks is only 25 percent of what it was 50 years ago.

· Landings for eight of New York’s top commercially-prized fish have fallen by an average of 84 percent since 1950.
 More than 35 percent of New York’s most important commercial and recreational saltwater fish and shellfish are depleted or are being overfished.

· Shellfish numbers have drastically declined in recent decades – Great South Bay, once one of the most productive clamming areas along the East Coast, is at 2 percent of 1976 levels.
 More than 2,950 acres of Peconic Bay – 14 percent of the productive shellfish area – is closed part of the year to shellfishing.
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When wasteful fishing practices like those that drag heavy nets (called trawling) and dredges across the ocean floor are used, discarded finfish and shellfish represent a significant portion of the catch.
 In 2004, New York commercial fishers used otter trawls to land more than 14 million pounds of fish – yet we have no accurate record of the amount of wasted marine life and habitat dredged up with the catch.
 

· New York’s ocean floor has the highest levels of toxic contamination on the East Coast.
 Fish ingest these toxics, which we, in turn, ingest from eating fish. The New York health advisory for sportfish advises anglers to eat no more than a ½ pound per week of fish from freshwaters and some marine areas. Because of toxic contamination, there are also health advisories for consumption of locally caught striped bass, American eel, bluefish, American lobster and blue crabs.
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